Abstract: Paleofluid characterisation is helpful in reconstructing the thermal histories of sedimentary basins. Paleotemperatures and salinities were obtained from fluid indusions hosted in diagenetic cements in source and reservoir rocks of the Paris Basin. Sampies from limestones and sandstones were taken from drill cores of six boreholes in the central, eastern and southern part of the basin. Toarcian, Hettangian, Keuper, Rhaetian and Dogger strata were sampled in core where carbonate cements are the most abundant.
Introduction
Through its effect on the fonnation and occur rence of petroleum, the thennal history of the ge010gica1 environment is a crucial parameter con trolling the maturation and migration of organic matter in sedimentary basins (Tissot & Welte, 1984) . Measurements of pa1eotemperatures and salinities from fluid inclusions entrapped in the diagenetic cements are very he1pfu1 in recon structing the pa1eofluid evolution in sedimentary strata (McLimans, 1981 (McLimans, , 1987 Visser, 1982; Barker & Goldstein, 1990) . Fluid inclusions can record ancient temperature gradients by trapping the fluids responsib1e for mineral precipitation during the episodes of pa1eofluid flow associated with each thennal event (Roedder, 1984; Burruss, 1981 Burruss, , 1989 .
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In the Paris Basin, the temperature profiles measured in drill holes enab1e us to define the present-day geothennal gradient (e.g. Co1eno, 1986; Gable, 1988 Gable, , 1989 Demongodin et GI., 1991) , but this va1ue does not necessari1y reflect the past thennal gradient. In thi s basin, the downhole measured temperature va1ues often ap pear too 10w in comparison with organic matter maturation (Ungerer & Lerat, 1989) or petro graphie studies of diagenesis (Liewig et GI., 1987; Matray et GI., 1989; Mossman, 1991) . This suggests that higher temperatures may have ex isted in the past of sufficient duration to induce chemie al changes in the kerogen. Finally, a study of the thennal history was carried out by 2D in tegrated basin modelling at the Institut Fran«;ais du Petroie (Gaulier et GI., in press; Burrus, 1992) . The pre1iminary results of this study (Guilhaumou 0935-122119310005-1217 $ 2.50
